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Today³s talk

Will cover:

ÅFree tools & resources

ÅInformal comms

ÅNon-advocacy
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Won³t cover: 



. 3

Potentialenergycoalition.org



4potentialenergycoalition.org/guides-and-reports/global-report
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8potentialenergycoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Talk-Like-a-Human.pdf



ά¢ƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
foundations are STILL among the most 
important messages:
1. Carbon pollution from fossil fuels stays 
in the atmosphere, causing the planet to 
overheat dangerously
2. There is complete scientific consensus 
ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀŎǘέ
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ÅMake it local
ÅTie climate change to its 

consequences
ÅTalk about making energy 100% 

clean rather than eliminating an 
industry
ÅAvoid wonkspeakΥ  ά{ŀǾŜ ώƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴϐέ 
ōŜŀǘǎ άDŜǘ ǘƻ bŜǘ ½ŜǊƻ ōȅ нлплέ
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Communicating Climate Change

ÅMessengers

ÅMessages

ÅMechanisms 
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Communicating Climate Change

ÅAudiences

ÅMessengers

ÅMessages

ÅMechanisms

ÅBut first¦ 
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Why
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Ohio State University researchers gauged responses to climate science versus scepticismand suggest facts bear repeating
Jun 20th(177 kB)

www.pnas.org/doi/abs/10.1073/pnas.2122069119



Who
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The most important question: who

Ǻ The general publicµ
ÅAs voters/constituents?

ÅAs (potential) activists? 

ÅAs consumers?

ÅClimate professionals
ÅGeneralists

ÅSpecialists 
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Tools re Audiences

ÅUN Development Program/Oxford University

ÅYale University
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Å Frequency of thinking about climate 
change

Å Influence on family decisions

19www.undp.org/publications/peoples-climate-vote-2024
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32% a few times a year, 11% never 



ÅBig variation by country:
ÅUganda 62 %

ÅCzech Republic 16%

ÅUS, UK near bottom (21% & 
19%)
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´the more people reported 
experiencing worse than 
usual extreme weather 
events ¦  the more likely 
they were to think about 
climate change, worry about it 
and factor it into big 
decisionsµ
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climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/international-public-opinion-on-climate-change-2023
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26
climatecommunication.yale.edu/about/projects/climate-change-in-the-american-mind



Yale/GMU:  ´Global Warming³s Six 
Americasµ

27climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/global-warmings-six-americas-fall-2023
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climatecommunication.yale.edu/publications/global-warmings-six-americas-fall-2023



29
climatecommunication.yale.edu/visualizations-data/ycom-us
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www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2023/08/09/what-the-data-says-about-
americans-views-of-climate-change



Messengers
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climatecommunication.yale.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2022/07/politics-global-warming-april-2022b.pdf
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36climatecentral.org/climate-matters/climate-concern
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www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/global-risks-report-
2024/www.weforum.org/agenda/2024/01/global-risks-report-2024



Messages:  Science basics
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41
www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/peak-co2-heat-trapping-emissions



The atmosphere

ÅDoes not negotiate

ÅCannot be bribed

ÅAlways bats last 
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ÅBurning fossil fuels
- Oil

- Gas  

- Coal
Å Deforestation
Å Agriculture

Key sources of carbon pollution
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www.climatecentral.org/toolkit-heat



300 -
1,000 
years 
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46www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-atmospheric-carbon-dioxide
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research.noaa.gov/2024/04/05/no-sign-of-greenhouse-gases-increases-slowing-in-2023/



80+

48www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/peak-co2-heat-trapping-emissions



Messages:  Impacts  
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Å Extreme Heat
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www.noaa.gov/news/2023-was-
worlds-warmest-year-on-record-by-far



What do the hottest 10 years in 
recorded history have in common?
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Å Extreme Heat

www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/2023-earths-hottest-year-on-record



Å Extreme Heat
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www.epa.gov/climate-indicators/health-society



Photo:  LeopoldinoJeronimo

Photo:  LeopoldinoJeronimo
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Å Extreme Heat
Å Air Pollution

54www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/summer-heat-means-stagnant-air



Northern 
Hemisphere
2022

ñhuman-induced 
climate change made 
the observed soil 
moisture drought much 
more likely, by a factor 
of at least 20ò
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Å Extreme Heat

Å Air Pollution

Å Drought

www.worldweatherattribution.org/high-temperatures-exacerbated-by-

climate-change-made-2022-northern-hemisphere-droughts-more-likely
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Å Extreme Heat

Å Air Pollution

Å Drought

Å Ag impacts

www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/climate-change-crops
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x

3 July 2024

Å Extreme Heat

Å Air Pollution

Å Drought

Å Ag impacts

´Shifting weather 

patterns are reducing 

crop yields and 

squeezing supplies, 

creating what could 

become a permanent 

source of inflationµ



Å Extreme Heat

Å Air Pollution

Å Drought

Å Ag impacts

ÅWildfire 

Photo:  US Dept of Energy 
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